I. INTRODUCTION
This article is providing analysis related to the 'Al Qaida in the Lands of Islamic others. The complexity of trying to understand the kidnapping strategies of them, and the connections among these groups, doesn't mean that there is no connection, but it does make it difficult to evaluate. The ability of these terrorist groups for keeping their hostages in the context of the military offensive initiated on January 11 indicates that the threat remains in the region.
II. THE GSPC AND AQIM: THE CENTRAL ACTORS

